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II.—Homre ADMINISTRATION. 


(a)— Police. 


Tue Charu Mthir [Mymensingh] of the 3rd February says that the police 
officers who come to be treated in the police 
The police hospitalin Mymen- hospital in Mymensingh suffer great inconvenience 
ange Sows. in consequence of there ae no ogg me in 
hospital for supplying the patients with diet or with proper attendance. | 
The District Magisteate and "" District Superintendent of Police should 
remedy these defects of the hospital. acai 
2: The same paper complains of the recrudescence of crime in some 
placesin the Kishorganj subdivision of the Mymen- 
Recrudescence of crime in'the gingh district. The late District Magistrates, 
Kishorganj | subdivision of the Messrs. Dutt and Earle, and the late District 
aan Superintendent, Mr. Thomas, kept the budmashes 
in check, But recently the budmashes have again become troublesome. The 
murder of Gauri Kanta Rai and of the Post Master of Katiyali, and the assault 
upon Babu Bhairab Chandra Rai in a- late hour of the night, still remain 
untraced, Theft also has become extremely rife. What is the Subdivisional 
Officer of Kishorganj doing ? 
38. The Sri Srt Vishnu Priya-o-Ananda Bazar Patrika (Calcutta) of the 
4th February says that on the 22nd January last 
A white man’s ¢ulm in g certain white man named Francis asked Babu 
weston Ashutosh Adhya, a poddar in Imambari Lane, 
Calcutta, for silver in exchange for a 10-rupee currency note. But on the 
poddar’s asking for commission, Mr. Francis severely whipped him. ‘The case 
is sub judice. The presence of a» number of Europeans, however small, has become 
a source of great trouble to the people of this country. | 
4, The Jyoti (Chittagong) of the 5th February says that on the 3rd 


December last, the Assistant Manager of the Kum- 
A cooly killed by a tea-garden 


‘saheb. bhirgram tea-garden, whipped a cooly named. 


Lalasa to death for his flying from the garden with 
his wife and another cooly woman. ‘The next day a doctor certified to the 
effect that Lalasa had died of a pain in his side. Three days after this a cooly 
reported the matter to the local police-station. The District Superintendent of 
Police came on enquiry, took out the dead body from the grave in which it had 
been interred, and sent it to the local Civil Surgeon for examination. The 
Civil Surgeon said that the man had really been beaten to death. The 
Assistant Manager was arrested and kept in the Silchar Hotel under police 
guard. Most probably the District Judge will release him on bail; for the 
murderer is a ‘white man ! ‘ . 
5. A correspondent of the same paper speaks in high terms of Babu Kailas 
Chandra Chakravarti, the Sub-Inspector in charge 
gong dtc im the Chitte of the Boalkhali police outpost in the Chittagong 
district, but regrets that such an able police officer 
is harassed by frequent transfers and superseded by his juniors, The editor 
corroborates the statement of bis correspondent, and says he is astonished that 
Kailas Babu is given charge of outposts, while many Head Constables are 
given charge of thanas. 
6, The same paper says that recently the Superintendent of tho 
a” Chittagong police, accompanied by a number of 
in the Obitioaeae Bea neky leopard ~Musalman and Eurasian shikaris, went to hunta 
ose leopard in a place named Agrabad near Chittagong 
town. The leopard was killed, but at the same time a Musalman shikai was 
killed by a shot. A Eurasian named Remi says that it was he who shot the 
leopard dead’ On examination of the dead shtkari’s wound, the Civil Surgeon 
has said that the man was killed by a direct, and not by a diverted, shot, and 
also that he was not killed by a shot from his own gun, It is also said that 


the man was standing in an opposite direction to that in which the leopard — 


was shot, Who shot him then: 
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HiTavVaDIi. 


BasuMATI, 
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7. A correspondent writing in the Hitavadi [Calcutta] of the 6 
February, from Rama Prasad Rai’s Lane in hang 

Theft in s vacant house in savs that the house No, 36, Sukea’s Street, which 
is vacant, has been within a month more than 


once broken open by thieves who have stolen from it the bib-cocks and pipes 
from ita water-connections and also the iron bars of the windows. The 
attention of the police was drawn to the case by the neighbours, and even a 
suspected thief was handed over to it. The Inspector of the thana, however, 
reprimanded the jamadar who made the arrest for increasing his troubles, The 
case, however, came up before the Commissioner of Police, who released the 
accused on bail and ordered the arrest of one Balgovinda. ‘T’wo days after 
this, Balgovinda was met by two constables and had a talk with them. The 
theft, however, has not yet been traced. A few days ago the lock of the house 
was again broken. Itis strange that such a thing should happen repeatedly 
without attracting the notice of the police. 


8. A correspondent writing in the same paper from Kendua in the 
Mymensingh district, says that last month there 

The Kendua police in the gceyrred two or three thefts in Aithar within the 
ee ee jurisdiction of the Kendua thana, and information 
was given to the police. The police, however, with the help of the chaukidar, 
gave a good thrashing to the complainants. The latter complained to the 
District Superintendent of Police about the conduct of the police, and an 
order for enquiry was issued to the Inspector of Netrakona., But justice is not 
expected to result from the Inspector’s investigation, because he shewed great 
partiality to the daroga of the thana. The District Superintendent should 
personally visit the place,if he would know the oppression which is committed by 
the Kendua police. An investigation is going on in the Katihali murder case, : 
but the culprits have not yet been traced. | 
As the complaint is a very serious one, says the editor, the authorities 


should make a careful enquiry into it, without thinking about their prestige. 


9. Babu Satya Kinkar Sahana, B.a., writing in the same paper, draws 
attention to the ravages of a man-eater in the 
reserved forest in Koderma in the Hazaribagh. 
district. It has within the last two years killed no less than two hundred men 
from among the coolies who work in the mica mines situated in the forest. 
Formerly fires occurred at times in the forest and scared away tigers, but such” 
fires have been put a stop to since the introduction of the fire guard system, and 
tigers and other wild animals ramble in the forest at their pleasure. The 
reason why fires have been put a stop to is that they destroy the sabai grass | 
from which Government has recently been deriving some revenue. But’ 
should not Government, the ma bap of the people,. sacrifice a revenue of a few - 
hundred rupees a year in order to save the lives of its subjects ? Government 
should either allow fires to be kindled in the forest for scaring away wild - 
beasts or take some other step, in addition to proclaiming a reward.  _—.. - 

10. The Basumati [Calcutta] of the 7th February fails to understand ~ 
what the authorities of the Hooghly district have . 
been doing, when no less than nine cases of dacoity 
could occur in the district within the last two 
months. The cases were as follows :— : 7 

_ (1) The one in the house of Hali Bibi of Korala, two miles from the 
Hooghly station, in which the dacoits took away property worth Rs. 286. — 

(2) The one in the house of Jadu Nath Chakravarti of Golagari, within 
the jurisdiction of the Pandua thana, in which property worth Rs. 100 was’ 
taken away. 
3) The one in the house of Mahendra Nath Rai of Balagor, within the — 
iction of the same thana, in which property worth Rs. 500 was taken . 


Man-eaters in a reserved forest. 


7 


Recrudescence of dacoity in 
the Hooghly district. 


juri 
away. 


, _ (4) The one in the house of Sivy Chandra Karmakar of the same village - 
in which property worth Rs. 100 was taken away. se 
(5) The one in the house of Bijay Krishna Rai of the same village. 
(6) The one in the house of Babu Ram Trahi Mukherji of the same | 


bs adhe which the dacoits failed to take away any property but set fire to 
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(7) The one in the house of Babu Binod Bihari Mukherji of Boinchee, in 
the course of which the dacoits forcibly took away a gold watch and chain 
f-om the Police Sub-Inspector and even beat him. 

(8) The one in the house of Lohari Bewa of Baksa, Chanditala thana. 

(9) The one in the house of Nepal Chandra Adak of Kamtia, Pandua 
a esides the above there was an attempt at dacoity in the house of Akhil 
Chandra Chakravarti of Golagari, Pandua thana, and a murderous assault on 
a naib of a zamindar of Janai, Chanditala thana, when the poor man was going 
home one night. 

The above are the reported cases. Who can say that there did not occur 
others which went unreported ? ree 

11. The Bangavas: Boag rag Be the 7th February says that some time ago 

_ Babu Gauri Charan Chakravarti, the Inspector of 

The Rangpur police censured in _ the Nilphamari thana in the Rangpur district, made 
a a. contract with a contractor named Tarapada 
Majumdar for the reconstruction of the Dimla thana building. The contractor 
having failed to finish the work within the stipulated time, he fled from the 
place. On the application of the Sub-Inspector of the Dimla thana, a warrant 
was issued against the contractor, and he was arrested, brought up for trial and 
punished by a Deputy Magistrate of Nilphamari on charges of breach of 


trust, deception, &c. On appeal, the District Judge, Mr, K. N. Ray, passed a — 


severe stricture on the conduct of the police. He said that the District 
Magistrate was wrong in trying the contractor in a criminal court. He also 
made such remarks as that the Sub-Inspector of the Dimla thana offered man 

obstacles to the finishing up of the work within the appointed time, and that the 
contractor fled for fear of ill-treatment by the police. it was also said in behalf 
of the accused, that first of all the Deputy Magistrate of Nilphamari was 
petitioned to prosecute the contractor ; but on his refusing to do that, the 


Sub-Inspector applicd to the District Superintendent of Police for a warrant 
against him, The Police Commission should note this case. 


12. The same paper publishes extracts from newspapers like the. 


: Bengalee, the Indian Mirror, the Indian Daily News, the 
The feeding of the Calcutta 4mpitg Bazar Patrika, &c, describing the misbe- 
re haviour of the soldiers who were quartered on the 
Jalcutta maidan on the occasion of the feeding of the poor, and says :— The 
thanking of the Coronation Festivities Committee and the police by the 
Lieutenant-Governor, and the committing of oppressions by the soldiers on the 
poor, taken together, make us laugh and weep at the same time. There can 
now be no remedy for the oppressions which have been committed ; but they 
should prevent a repetition of them on a similar occasion in the future. On a 
former occasion the Calcutta Sang:¢ Samaj practically showed that the Indian 
poor can be fed without the help of the police. And the monster meetin 
which was convened in the Calcutta maidan to protest against the Consent Bill 
showed that in India police help is not required even in times of hot political 
discussion. 
13. A correspondent of the same paper says that within the last 
iia eee four months twelve cows have been killed by 
Hooghly district, = C:SC«é«éAQ'@'S in the Somrhaa village in the Hooghly district. 
, The tigers are still] at large. 
14. The Chinsura Vartavaha [Chinsura] of the 8th February says that on 
iii _ the 2nd February last a dacoity was committed 
tric «the Hooghly dis- in the house of one Kshetra Mohan Sadhakhan in 
the Kantadanga village under the Bhadreswar 
police out-post in the Hooghly district. On the following night another 
dacoity was committed in the house of one Narayan Chandra Saha in the 
Mrizapur village under the Haripal thana in the same district, Dacoities are 
frequent in the district, An able police officer should be deputed there. 
15. A correspondent of the Dacca Prakash [Dacca | of the 8th February 
. says that at 8 a.m. on the 4th February last the 
tion,” -F «areless navigee xpress steamer Condor on leaving ‘Tarpasha was 
backing so carelessly that it collided with a boat 


containing a dozen passengers. The boat sank and the passengers were 
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thrown into water. The other passengers saved themselves, except one, nam- 
Thakur Das Rishi, a resident of Dhankunia, of whom no trace has. vet at 
obtained. | ee 
The case ought to be enquired into and the offender punished, for such 
eareless navigation has become very common now-a-days. : 
16, The same paper says that the police of Chandpur in the Tipperg 
| district has'as yet failed to ascertain the circum. 
_A suspected murder in the gtances attending the deuth of Abdul Rahim of that 
ayaa place, whose dead body was found with marks of 
violence on it in a jungle near the house of Asaraddi and Chhamiraddi. 
17. The Prativasi [Calcutta] of the Oth February says that recently a 
large theft with house-breaking was committed in 
An arrest purposely delayed the shop belonging to Durga Sankar Babu, a silk 
ee merchant in Berhampore town. On enquiry the 
police discovered all the stolen articles in the house of a man whom the police 
did not arrest for Some time. His conviction would have been secured if he 
had been arrested four or five days earlier. It 1s believed that the police had a 
purpose in delaying his arrest. : 
18. The Bangabhumi | Calcutta} of the 10th February says that recently 
a dacoity was committed in the Baksa village 
under the Chanditala thana in the Hooghly district. 
Six days after this occurrence a zamindar’s naib was attacked at about 11 a.m. 
on his way to the Janai village and was robbed. The dacoits are at large and 
living securely in the Hooghly district. An additional police force should 
be engaged for the prevention of the crime. 3 


A dacoity in the Hooghly district. 


(b)— Working of the Courts. 


19, A correspondent of the Charu Mihir [Mymensingh] of the 8rd 


February says that the proposed removal of the 
‘The proposed abolition of a Pingna Munsifi in the Mymensingh district to 
munsifi in the Mymensingh <is- Tangail will seriously inconvenience the people of 
Pingna. Long ago there was a munsifi at Pingna, 
but it was removed to Jamalpur, The removal caused so much inconvenience 
to the people of Pingna that in 1871 the munsifi was restored, and it has 
existed there ever since. ‘The file of the munsifi at Pingnais so heavy that 
even after the removal of the munsifi to Tangail, Government will not 
be able to save expendiure, but will have to maintain a separate Munsif for 
Pingna. Under the circumstances, it is not easy to see why Government is so 
anxious to remove the Pingna munsifi. 
20. The Barisal Hitaishi [Barisal] of the 4th February says that Maulavi 
Eskandar Ali, a Deputy Magistrate of Barisal, 
is in the habit of holding his Court on holidays and 
till 8 p.m. on working days. The Maulavi is a 
laborious and dutiful officer, but this habit of his puts his amla and 
pleaders and parties to great inconvenience. Is his file heavier than that of 
the other Deputy Magistrates in Barisal? If so, why? It is hoped that in 
future the Maulavi will look to the convenience of his amla and the public. 


21. A correspondent of the same paper says that the Deputy Magistrate of 

Patuakhali in the Backergunge district deals most 
pertunctorily with cases under section 145 of the 
Criminal Procedure Code. He passes decisions in 
such cases even before they are taken up, and in many cases orders attachment of 
lands under section 146 of the Criminal Procedure Code even when possession 18 
clearly proved. Poor people cannot move the High Court, and are consequently 
obliged to put up with his decisions. During the last Christmas vacation the 
District Magistrate came to inspect the Deputy Mapistrate’s Court. Since then 
the Deputy Magistrate has been frequently found to pass such remarks as ‘if 
my service is retained,” &c., when he is asked to postpone cases. Probably 
the- District Magistrate was not satisfied with his work. The Deputy Magis- 
trate is in the habit of working till 9 or 10 p.m, and once he worked up till 
12 midnight. ‘The local mukhtars suffer greatly at his hands. Once he remarked’ 


that the mukhtars of the place are very sensitive i d 
feel insulted if they are addressed cmt. mESEVO Sh resp - of their honour and. 


Maulavi Eskandar Ali, a Deputy 
Magistrate of Barisal. 


The Deputy Magistrate of 
Patuakhali, Backergunge. 


(™= 3 


99, The Sanjivané [Calcutta] of the 5th February says that on the 2nd 
November last, Mr. P. Lal, a Barrister-at-Law in 
Europeans and Indians in the Patna town, was walking in the garden adjoining 
law-cour's his house when he heard the report of a gan. 
Afterwards his washerman was found dead in the house with the shot. The 
City Magistrate of Patna has fined Mr. P. Lal Rs. 100 for his offence of not 
having taken proper precaution with his gun. Not to speak of keeping guns 
carelessly, how many of those Europeans whose shots kill natives are punished ? 
Had a European been charged with an offence similur to that of Mr. P. Lal, 
would he have been similarly punished ? — 

93, Referring to the case in which the Allahabad High Court has 

recently ordered the cutting off of the branches of 

The Aswattha tree case in the the gswaltha tree against the contention of the 

Allahubad High Court. authorities of the mandir in whose compound it had 

rown that it is a sacred tree, and its branches cannot be cut off, the Bangavasi 

[Calcutta] of the 7th February says that in Bengal the aswattha. tree 1s regarded 

by the Hindus as a sacred tree when it grows over a mandir, and that people 
fear to do any harm to it. 

24. The Basumati [Calcutta] of the 7th February considers the sentence 

of one and-a-half year’s imprisonment inflicted by 

An inadequate sentence in &@ Baby Kumud Bandhu Sen, Deputy Magistrate of 
ree lneugos Burdwan, on two men who had abducted a married 
girl from Sajina, a village in the Burdwan district, as indequate, because 
abduction is not a less heinous.offence than dacoity, Budmashes cannot be 
kept in check by such light punishments. | 

25. A correspondent of the Prativasi [Calcutta] of the 9th February says 

that some time ago the Rajshahi police sent up 
A case against the Rajshahi man for trial on a charge of murder. ‘The man 
aie confessed the charge and was on the point of 
being committed to the sessions by the Subdivisional Officer of Naogaon, when 
the person who was said to have been murdered appeared in the court, The 
accused then said that he had been forced by inhuman tortures to confess the 
charge. The matter was enquired into by the District Magistrate, and the 
complainant, the witnesses for the prosecution, and Nanda Kumar Ghosh, 
the head-constable who had investigated the case, were committed to the 
sessions. On the 22th January last, the jury who sat on the case returned 
a verdict of not guilty on all the accused persons. Only one of the jury, 
Babu Kamada Nath Bishi, a zamindar, dissented from the verdict of the 
majority, who were composed mostly of low class people. The case should 
have been tried by a better jury. ‘The offence of the police is patent. It is 
hoyed that the Sessions Judge will refer the case to the High Court. 

26. The Medini Bandiau [Midnapore] of the 9th February draws atten- 
tion to two sleepy Judicial officers in the Midnapore 
Judges’ Court, and hopes that the officers will mend 
their ways. 

27. The Garbeta correspondent of the same paper says that in a case in 


Two sleepy Judicial officers in 
Midnapore. 


The law's delay. finished in the month of July last, the judgment 


was published only the other day, and hopes that now that an additional 
munsif has been sent to the place, such delays will not occur in future. 


(d)—Education, 


28. A correspondent of the .Pratinidhi [Comilla] of ‘the 31st January 


makes the following complaints against the Tippera 
District Board :— 
. (1) It has discontinued the aid it granted last 
yous to the Kasba High School, OU making it impossible for the institution 
o make any improvement. ee 
“ (2) It has granted this year iol stipends to the pandits who received 
ipends | before, The granting of a stipend to Prasanna Nyayaratna of 
rahmanbaria is quite inexplicable. oe Soe, | 
ii aNd Out of four Sub-Inspectors of Schools, three have been chosen from 
usalman community, ‘I'he selected men are not graduates, but many 


Some educational matters in the 
Tippera district. 


the local munsif’s court, the hearing of which was 
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BaaraT Mitra, 
Feb. 7th, 1908. 


PRaTivasl, 
Fob. 9th, 1903. 


PRaTivasi, 


BIKas, 
Feb. let, 19@!, 


graduates applied for the 
too, has not been a happy one. Itis not easy to see why the Board oyor. 
looked the claim of Gopal Chandra Datta. 


the Birbhum district. 


; 


( 128 ) 
posts. The selection of the Hindu Sub-Inspecto, 
? 


29. Referring to the memorials which have been submitted to the Distriot 
Board of Birbhum and to the Inspector of Schools 
Burdwan Division, against a Sub-Inspector of 
Schools in Birbhum, in which the memorialistg 


A Sub-Inspector of Schools in 


bring some serious charges against that officer and ask for an independent 
enquiry, the Hitavadi | 


Calcutta] of the 6th February says that it is a matter 
of surprise that, in spite of the prayer of the memorialists not to entrust the 
enquiry to the Deputy Inspector of Schools, that very officer has been entrusted 
with it. Such charges as have been brought against the Sub-Inspector must 
be considered very serious when brought against an officer of the Education 
Department, and a careful enquiry ought to be made into them. 

30. A correspondent of the same paper says that the decision of the 
Rajshahi District Board to grant no reward or aid 
to the primary schools, except a monthly grant of 
Rs. 2 to each Upper Primary School and of Re, 1 
to each Lower Primary School, is calculated to strike a blow at lower education 
in that district. What has caused the greatest hardship to the poor teachers of 
those schools is the fact that the decision has been given retrospective effect, 

81. A correspondent of the same paper fails to see why the privilege 
which is enjoyed by absent candidates at the F, A. 
and B. A. examinations of the Calcutta Universit 
of being permitted to appear at the following 
year’s examination, on payment of only half the usual examination fee, is not 
extended to Entrance and B. L. candidates. The fee of a candidate is expected 
to be spent in conducting his examination, and if he fails to appear, the fee 
paid by him must remain unspent and be available for conducting his examina- 
tion in some future year, The object of the University is not certainly to 
make a profit from examination fees. : 

32. The Bharat Mitra [Calcutta] of the 7th February says that the | 
refusal on the part of the Bombay University to 
accept any of the recommendations of the Univer- 
sities Commission shows that the recommendations 


The Rajshahi District Board 
and primary education. 


The fies of absent candidates at 
University examinations. 


The Bombay University and the 
Universities Commission. 


are not at all needed for any of the Indian Universities. 


33, The Prativass [Calcutta | ofthe 9th February seys that many new men, 
_ fresh from College, have been appointed examiners 
University in the coming Entrance, f’.A, B.A., and B.Sc. 
examinations of the Valcutta University, while many 
old examiners have not been appointed. Again, in the allotment of subjects 
many changes have been made in the case of many old examiners. 
34, The same paper says that the last test examinations in the Rajshahi 
The Balchadi Catt College were attended with grave scandals. ‘The 
Principal of the College issued a notice that those 
B.A. students who faileil in the test should each pay a fine of Rs. 8 for every 
subject if they wished to be sent up for the University examination. Can the 
Principal say under what rule of the University he issued this notice? No such 
fines were realised from those F. A. students who failed in the test; 
as a matter of fact all the f.A. and the B.A. students, who had their full per- 
centage of attendance, have been allowed to appear in the University examina- 
tions on payment of fines and in consequence of entreaties. 


The Calcutta 
Examiners for 19:3. 


(e)——Local Self-Government and Municipal Administration. 


30. In view of the ensuing elections to the Barisal Municipal Board and 

3 the Backergunge District Board, the Bikas [ Barisal } 

| ae  anareg and the of the Ist February says that Rai Dwarka Nath 

oa ee ee oe Povades og Babu Rajani Kanta Das, Esa 
ss) ave been holding high places in the Municipali 

and the District Board for the last fifteen vai 2 a have made cen acted 

famous, the one by his extraordinary capacity for work and political sagacity, 

and the other by the generosity and magnanimity of his heart, should now retire 

from the field and allow younger men to tako their places. The benefits which 


( 129 ) 


honorary work in a Municipality or a District Board brings with it are, primarily, 
the power to do good to others, and, secondarily, honour and reputation. As to 
onour and reputation, the Municipality and the District Board cannot give the 
Rai Bahadur and Rajani Babu more of these than whut they now possess. And 
as to doing good to others, this can be done as well from a low place as from a 
high in @ Municipal or a District Board. The Rai Bahadur and Rajani Babu 
have become old and have only a few years before them in this world. It is 
therefore fit that some new men, for instance, the Vice-Chairman of the Barisal 
Municipality and the Chairman of the Sadar Local Board should learn, during 
their life-time, to do the work from which the hand of death may any day snatch 
them away. Again, there is a strong feeling in Barisal town that there are 
sores in the Municipality and the District Board that require to be healed. 
Under these circumstances, it would be ing f wise of the Rai Bahadur and 
Rajani Baba to voluntarily retire from the high places which they at present 
hold on the Municipal and the District Board. 

36. The Khulna [ Khulna] of the 5th February fails to see by what prin- 
ciple the Khulna Municipality has been guided in 
proposing to constitute wards in the manner 
suggested by the Special Comniittee. If it has been thought advisable to keep all 
backward places in wards different from those containing the advanced quarters, . 
it should be seen that the number of Commissioness elected from backward 
wards is at least the same as those which are elected from the other wards. The 
wards should be so constituted that the number of votersin each may be the same. 

87. A correspondent of the Aitavadi [Caleutta | of the €th February says 


i that the members of the Local Boards in the 
—_—" roe 08 Hooghly district are quite ignorant of local wants 
and never take pains to inform themselves of such 
wants. As for the members of the District Board, they are inaccessible to the 
common people who have grievancesto represent. Any application for aid in 
constructing or repairing a road is met with the stereotyped reply ‘‘no funds” 
or ‘Rs. 25 will be given if you canraise Rs. 750 by private subscription.” But 
if the applicants happen to possess any supporter on the Board, the amount of 
aid easily rises from Rs. 25 to Rs. 450. No one will suppose from the manner 
in which roads are. repaired that the Board entertains the services of engineers 
and overseers, or that one of the duties of its engineers and overseers is to super- 
vise roads. ? 
88. A correspondent of the same paper, writing from Amherst Street in 
es atin isk oii Calcutta, complains of the inconvenience which the 
sieal Sank tn Colaetie.-” ~ yate-payers of Ward No. 9 of the Calcutta Munici- 
pee are suffering for want of a sufficient supply 
of both filtered and unfiltered water, and views with alarm, at this time of water 
scarcity, the proposal of the Municipality to fill up the tank in ;Mirzapur called 
Chhota Goldighi. A protest has been made against the proposal, but no notice 
seems to have been taken of it, The cost of filling up the tank will be about 
81x or seven thousand rupees, whilst the cost of re-excavating it would not 
punees Rs, 1,500, and a re-excavated tank might fetch the Municipality a good 
me, : 
The editor says that such complaints would not have been heard if the 
newly constituted Municipality had paid any attention to the comfort and con- 
venience of the rate-payers. 
39. A correspondent ¥ the me Pe er draws aitentins be the filthy con- 
The Deo a ition of the drains, tanks and roads in the Deoghur 
th o — ‘Wek Municipality. The roads are not watered and are 
: erefore full of dust. Formerly no one was allowed to wash clothes or 
nae utensils in the Sivaganga tank, but the prohibition is no longer in 
orce. While the Municipal Commissioners are so inattentive to the sanitation 
2708 convervancy of the town, they are very anxious to levy large sums ‘in the 
shape of fines under Act V. Deoghur was at one time a model municipality, 
but look at its condition now. ) 


40. A correspondent makes the same complaint in the Nava Yug{ Calcutta] of 


The Khulna Municipality. 


the 7th Februa has appeared in the Aitavadiof 
Th «at cs : ry as has appeare 
testion of Uae adminis- the 6th idem [sea above, paragraph 38]. The editor 


remarks that nothing could shew better than the 
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Feb. 7th. 1903. 
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Sr Sri VISHNU- 
PRIYA-0- 
ANANDA BAZAR 
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Feb. 4th 1903. 


SANJIVANI. 
Feb. 5th, 1903. 


\ 


a) 


action of the Calcutta Municipality i2 the matter complained of, how the 
municipal administration of the metropolis is being carried on under the new 


régime, 


41, The Bankura Darpan [Bankura] of the 8th February failsto see why 


The Bankura Municipality. 
rates which was twice submitted to it. 


the General Committee of the Bunkura Municipalit 
has not yet approved of the list of the revised latring 


Does the General Committee mean to 


continue the existing inequitable assessments for a year more? When an 
attempt is made to mislead the District Magistrate and the Divisional Commis- 

sioner, it is the duty of a newspaper to inform the latter of what the truth is, 
42. The Bhagwanpur correspondent of the Néhar (Contai] of the 10th 
February requests the authorities to send an 


Medical aid wanted in a place in 
the Midna pore district. 


Good medical aid is not available now. 


experienced physician to the place, as large numbers 
of deaths are taking place there from cholera. 


(f)—-Questions affecting the land, 
43. Referring to the establishment of a number of Agricultural Banks 


Agricultural Banks in Bengal. 


in Bengal, 
Bazar Patrika ( Calcutta] of the 4th February says 
that, having regard to the smallness of the sums of money 


the Srs Sri Vishnu Priya-o-Ananda 


sanctioned for 


them by Government, it can scarcely be hoped that they will be able to help 
the poor cultivators in any appreciable measure. 
44, The Hitavadi [Calcutta] of the 6th February says that fora long 


The Hooghly Road Cess Office. 


writes to sa 


time various complaints have been heard against 
the Hooghly 
issuing notices in particular is said to be very strange. 
that even after the filing 


Road Cess Office, whose method of 
A correspondent 
of road cess returns, notices are 


served theatening to impose fines of Rs. 50 a day. People have therefore to 


go tothe sadar and submit petitions—which means expense. 


are sometimes issued again and again. 


And notices 


(9)—Raitlways and communications, including canals and irrigation. 
45. A correspondent of the Charu Mihir |Mymensingh] of the 3rd 


A neglected road in the Mymen- 
singh district. 


February complains of the Mymensingh District 
Board’s neglect of the 
Two khals intersect the road, but the Board 


Shahaganj-Teligati road. 


neither constructs bridges over them nor makes any ferry arrangement. This 
year the road has been cut in several places by people for fishing purposes, 


46. Referring to the proposal which has recentl 
Government by the Bengal Chamber of Commerce 
for areduction in the inland telegraphic rates, 
the Sri Sri Vishnu Priya-o-Ananda Bazar Patrika 


The proposed reduction of in- 
land telegraphic rates. 


been submitted to ° 


[Calcutta] of the 4th February says that although a reduction in the rates 

will in the beginning reduce the income of the Telegraph Department, yet 

it is hoped that, in the long run, it will bring large profits. : 
47. The Sanjivant ( Calcutta} of the 5th February says that on the night 


A railway complaint. 


of the 24th January last Babu Jagadbandhu Ray 
of Messrs. Burn and Company’s firm in Raniganj 


was talking with a number of native gentlemen on the platform of the 
Asansol railway station while waiting for the down Punjab mail train. 


Sudden] 


ya European or Eurasian railway servant came there and began to 


abuse them for standing on the platform. Just at that time the expected train 


arrived and they got into it. 


of having obstructed railwa 


servants 


But a Eurasian ticket-collector took Babu 
_ Jagadbandhu Ray downjfrom it and han 


ded him over to the police on the charge 
in the discharge of their duties. 


_Jagadbandhu Babu gave security for Rs. 50 and went down to Raniganj by 


the next train. His case is sub judice, 
composed of Eurasians and Europeans, and at night they 


The railway staff in Asansol 15 
commit zulm on 


natives, however respectable they may be. The station-master is @ very 


good man and no oppression is committed o 


he remains in charge of the station, 


n passengers in the day-time whe? | 


i. & 


48, The Hitavads [Calcutta] of the 6th February says that in the 
course of a speech recently delivered in England 
The working expenses of aa by Sir Richard Strachey at a meeting of the 
can and Indian railways comparec- shareholders of the East Indian Railway Company, 
that gentleman said that whilst the railway companies in America devoted 
68 per cent. of their income to meet working expenses and took as profit and 
‘nterest on capital only 21 per cent., the shareholders of the Kast Indian Rail- 
way received no less than 65 per cent. of the income as profit and interest and 
devoted only 3 percent. to working expenses. After this statement by Sir 
Richard Strachey, it is certainly no wonder that passengers and _ traders 
suffer so much discomfort and inconvenience in India, whilst American 
passengers and traders enjoy every comfort and convenience. 

49, Prahlad Chandra Pramanik, a medical practitioner, writing in the 
same paper from a tea estate in Jalpaiguri, says 
that on the 1dth October 1901, he booked three 
packages from the Ramsaihat station on the Bengal-Dooars Railway to Santi- 
pur on the Ranaghat-Krishnagur Railway. On the arrival of the train at 
Santipur, he enquired of the station-master if his luggage had arrived, and 
was told that it had not. The next day he was given delivery of only two 
of the packages, one of them in a broken condition. On his pointing 
out that he held a railway receipt for three packages, the station-master 
roughly told him to take away the two, if he pleased, or report against him, 
if he liked. The correspondent took away the two packages, giving a 
receipt for those only on the back of the railway receipt. | 

He then reported the matter to the Traffic Superintendent of the Bengal 
Dooars Railway but was told by him to write to the Traffic Superintendent 
of the Eastern Bengal State Railway. The latter again told him to write 
to the District Traffic Superintendent. The matter being represented to 
the last named officer, he referred him to the Traffic Superintendent of the 
Ranaghat-Krishnagar Railway. That officer after some correspondence in- 
formed him that the third package had been sold for ten pice. The 
correspondent draws Government’s attention. to his case, 

50. The Dacca Prakash Doren) of the 8th February complains of the 

paucity of carriages in the. train which leaves 
Narayanganj for Dacca at 5 p.m. On the 4th 
February last even intermediate class passengers had to travel standing and 
many third class passengers had to be accommodated in goods waggons, and 
a large number were left behind for want of accommodation. 

51. A correspondent of the Bankura Darpan [Bankura] of the 8th 
February writing from Ramsagar says that a 
number of cattle having been recently killed by 
trains on the Jherriah-Midnapur line, the authorities should lose no time 
in putting up fencing by the side of the line. 


A railway complaint. 


A railway complaint, 


Cattle killed on a railway line. 


(4) — General, 


52. The Pratinidhi | Comilla] of the 81st January contains the following 
in English :— 

__ The thunder which is rolling over our head 

_ will shortly fall; what was so long floating in the 
air, 48 @ mere rumour, it seems to us, is going to be an accomplished fact. The 
alarming news has reached us that Mr. Fuller, the Chief Commissioner of 
r sam, has submitted & proposal to amalgamate the Chittagong Division with 
bey. We are not yet in a position to state the grounds set forth by the 
Chief Commissioner, the Hon’ble Mr, Fuller, in his proposal; but certainly it 
dl not to relieve the Bengal Government of an excessive charge; in that case, 
oy proposal would have naturally emanated from the Bengal Government. 
1 too late in the day now for the Bengal Government to say that the Chitta- 
gong Division is far off from the seat of the Government, that it cannot exer- 
cise 1t8 control over out-of-the-way districts. After the opening of the Assam- 
engal Railway this Division is only 10 or 12 hours’ journey from Calcutta. 
en, for whose benefit is this transfer proposed? ‘The Bengal Government, 
under whose fostering care we have been since the British conquest for a 
century and a half, does not want to send us to Assam, and ‘the ‘people do not 


The proposed transfer of the 
Chittagong Division to Assam. 


HitavaDI, 
Feb. 6th, 1903. 


HitavaDI. 
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BANKURA 
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Feb. 8th, 1903. 
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want to go to Assam, from an enlightened and progressive province to an 
uncivilised and backward province. The transfer from a regulation t, a 
non-regulation province is surely a backward motion. A non-regulation 
system is fit for newly-conquered province, is fit for an uncivilised, less aq. 
vanced people. Sir William Hunter said: ‘The non-regulation system devised 
by the genius of Dalhousie for the administration of his new provinces wag 
perfectly effective for bringing them under British Government, but in process 
of time this non-regulation system has undergone changes in its essential aspects, 
Asthe country settled down and required a more detailed administration, the Chief 
Commissioner developed into a Lieutenant-Governor, anda Local Government 
with large powers of independence was created for the province; then again in 
like manner, as the people grew in prosperity, and as the legal questions 
attendant upon the growth of industry and trade became more complex, a 
separation gradually began to take place between the judicial and the executive 
functions.” After the British administration of the Division for about a century 
and a half, after the growth of the people so much in prosperity, after the 
legal questions attendant upon the growth of industry and trade have become 
so complex, after the education has made so much stride, is it just and fair, 
is it political wisdom and statesmanship to transfer this Division to a non- 
regulation province? Mr, Fuller does not know us; but Sir Henry Cotton 
knew us full well: he was our Commissioner, he knew our intricate revenue 
system; he opposed the proposal of Sir Charles Elliott tooth and nail. Sir 
harles came from a non-regulation province, he wanted to send us to a non- 
regulation province. Sir Henry Cotton, Sir Alexander Mackenzie saved us, 
Lord Elgin dropped the question. We hope our new Lieutenant-Governor, 
Hon’ble Mr. Bourdillon, will come to our rescue. On the last occasion Mr. Old- 
ham, our Commissioner, stood by us; we hope and trust our sympathetic Com- 
missioner, Mr. Faulder, will help us. Our last hope is with His Excellency Lord 
Curzon. We pray that: Lord Curzon will not decide the question on a mere 
ex parte report of Mr. Fuller. The people should be given an opportunity to 
represent their views; the experienced Bengal officers should be called upon to 

express their opinion, We shall revert to the subject in our next. 
53. A correspondent of the Charu Mihir [Mymensingh]| of the 3rd Feb- 


: ruary, writing from Achamita in the Kishorganj 
tithe aay wabdivieion of the Mymensingh district, ives 
attention to the necessity of a post-office in the village. The village is now 
under the Katiadi post-office, which is three miles distant and keeps only one 

peon Great inconvenience is felt in consequence of this arrangement. 
54, A correspondent of the Tripura Hitaisht [Comilla] of the 3rd Feb- 


i sited Gh ah ce that the Chittagong Division will suffer 
Chittazong Division to Assam. the following disadvantages on its transfer to 
Assam :— 


(1) It will be deprived of the privilege of electing members for its 
District and Local Boards. 


(2) It will be.deprived of the privilege of having its revenue appeals 
heard by the Revenue Board, 


(3) It will lose the privilege of nominating members for the Provincial 
Legislative Council. 

(4) In Bengal new taxes, &c., are imposed after giving the public an 
opportunity of discussing the impost, but that is not done in the 
non-regulation province of Assam. 

(5) Its villagers will lose the advantage of the village unions. Such 
unions do not exist in Assam, nor is there any chance of the 
institution being called into existence in Assam in a near future. 


(6) The civil and criminal judiciary of the Division will lose all their 
prospects of advancement. 


(7) It will suffer decided educational disadvantage. 


(8) Bengal and Assam are very different from each other in langusg®, 
literature, society and politics. The amalgamation of the Cbitta- 


gong Division with Assam will therefore be extremely disagree: 
able to it, | 


t is } 


55 The Sri Sri Vishnu Priya-o-Ananda Bazar Patrika (Calcutta) of the 

4th February says that the Government of India 

The contemplated duty © desire to impose & duty on kerosine-oil canisters, 

canister®: These canisters are used in various ways in native 

households. The imposition of a duty on them will therefore be tantamount to 
the imposition of a fresh tax on the people of the country. 


56, The Nava Yug [Calcutta] of the 7 th February wonders why Govern- 
ment did not think fit to appoint Mr. Brajendra 
Nath De, a senior Civilian, as Excise Commissioner, 
in the place of Mr. Inglis, whois going away on leave. Why are Mr. De’s 
claims overlooked in this manner ? 


57. Referring to the case of Jahar Shaikh, postal peon of Dinajpur; 
who has been sentenced to a year and a half’s im- 
prisonment for stealing and selling a packet of books 
sent by the Hitavadi newspaper to one of its subscribers, the same paper observes 
that complaints of theft of unrevistered V., P. packets and parcels by postal 
peons are very frequently received from the mufassal, but no redress is obtained 
by drawing to them the attention of the postal authorities. No receipt is given 
for unregistered packets and parcels, though the money-order fee has to be 
paid in advance, if the packet or parcel be sent by the value puyable post. 
This arrangement does not harm the Postal Department, but often inflicts loss 
on senders. It ought to be slightly altered. 


The Excise Commissionership. 


A postal grievance. 


III — LEGISLATION. 


68. The Brkas [Barisal} of the Ist February is glad that the Select Com- 
mittee on the proposed legislation about landlord’s 
fees accepted all the suggestions which were made 
in this paper. But the new provision which has 
been introduced, which was not in the original Bill, has caused some alarm, 
It is nothing but a repetition of section 13 of the Civil Procedure Code and is 
quite unnecessary. ‘The legislature, it is hoped, will reject it. 


59. Referring to the Indian Tea Cess Bill, the Sanjivani [Calcutta] of the 
The Tea Coss Bill 5th February says that some time ago some of the 

a Indian: Social Reform Societies approached the 
Government in the hope of receiving from it the power of fining their members 
for breach of their Societies’ rules. But Government refused their prayer. 
The ‘l'ea Cess Bill, which is in charge of the Hon’ble Mr, Turner, and the like of 
which was never before introduced in an Indian Legislation Council, ought to 
have been dismissed by the Government on the same ground as that which led 
tothe refusal of the social reformers’ petitions.“ But Government has not 
thought it proper to do so, and it is against its financial morality to refuse the 
earnest request of the tea makers and merchants. 

The depression of the tea market has been caused by over production. In 
1961, two crore pounds of Indian tea were left unsold in English warehouses. 
The ruinous prospects befure the English capitalists whose moneys were laid 
out in the tea-industry, alarmed the Viceroy, and it was the iuterest which he 
took in their cause that led to his cruel treatment of Mr. Cotton. 

The tea-market can be bettered in one of two ways—(1) by lessening the 
production of tea, (2) by expunding the tea market. The first course will 
lead to serious loss to tea-planters and cannot therefore be adopted. As to 
the second course, there is hardly any probability of the large stock of tea 
being ever sold in Europe, and the more so as France and some other 
countries are now-a-days giving preference to China tea over Indian. The 
sale of tea must consequently be increased in Asia, especially in India. Lord 
Curzon lately gave ithe tea-planters a broad hint to this effect, The tea- 

lanters caught this hint, and as a result of their endeavours in this direction 
essrs. Andrew Yule and Company’s tea is being suld at a pice a cup in every 
street and in every lane in Calcutta. But a large expenditure is required to 


ge the tea market throughout India, and Mr. Turner’s Bill seeks to provide 
r this. a . 


The proposed legislation about 
landlords fees, 
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IV.—-Native STATES. 


" PRATINIDHI, 60. The Pratinidh [Comilla | of the 3Jst January has the following Palace 
Jan. Slat, 1908. ids The people of the country have become 
The abdication of Holker. curious to know why, hardly before a month 
elapsed since the Delhi Darbar, a first class Native Chief of India like the Holkar 
sbitesied his throne. Maharaja Sivaja Rao Holkar is not an old man, and 
it cannot be said that after spending a long life in the service of his State he 
has grown sick of worldly cares and has betaken himself to an ascetic’s life 
in his declining age. ‘The Maharaja is only forty-two and ascended his throne 
on the 12th July 1886. His son and heir, too, is still a minor and is quite 
incapable of carrying on the administration. What, under these circumstances, 
led the Maharaja to abdicate ? ; 
We lived for some years in Indore and the neighbouring States, and we 
knew both the bright and the dark side of Sivaji Rao Holkar’s character. 
He was spirited and independent like his father, Tukaji Rao, but he did not 
possess his father’s foresight and self-control. He was intelligent like his father, 
but not well-versed in diplomacy like him. We know that for some time he 
kept a European Private Secretary named Franks, and, making himself 
puppet in his hand, oppressed even his own well-wishers. But with all his 
faults, Sivaji Rao was not an incompetent administrator As no man is perfect 
a OF so Sivaji Rao Holkar, too, was not a perfect man. This is all that cun be said 
ee i against him. In education and in the desire to do good to his subjects he was 
\ Sea ee rivalled by few Native Princes of India. This is what Lord Lansdowne said 
of him in 1891 :— 

‘‘T am glad to learn that His Highness takes a personal interest in public 
affairs, and I have heard with especial satisfaction of the zeal which he has 
shown in promoting the cause of education amongst his subjects. I hope to 
have the pleasure of seeing something of the schools and colleges which 
omit Wl : have been established here either by the State or under its direct encourage- 
* vil fae ment. His Highness’s thorough knowledge of the English language, of which 
. it ia he has given us a striking proof this evening, shows that he has himself not 
neglected the education which he received at Indore College as a youth. I am 
also glad to know that His Highness has done much for the medical care of 
his people, and that a large free hospital has recently been opened in the city 
at the expense of the State—a boon for which I feel no doubt they will be 
es) grateful. I wish also to take this opportunity of congratulating His Highness 
Vai a upon the successful measures which he has taken since I have been in India for 
| By ‘| ™ maps of dacoity and forthe disposal of some of the gangs, whose 
Wai. epre 


ations were until lately a serious source of danger and a public scandal 
1. \ at in this part of India.” , 
Wu | aa __ Who can believe that the Chief, of whom Lord Lawnsdowne spoke s0 
ith | Se highly within five years of his accession to the gudi, afterwards became incom- 
petent and incapable of ruling his State? The Makratia of Poona says that 
it was the treatment accorded him by his Council that disgusted him and made 
him ay that he would abdicate. 

he Maharaja is leaving behind him a State yielding a revenue of a crore 
of rupees and will receive a pension of four lakhs a year, and will hence- 
forward live in retirement at Barwahai. His minor son has been seated on the 
throne, and the administration will be carried on by a Council of Regency. 
The State which was established by Malhar Rao Holkar, consolidated by the 
bay rule of Ahalya Bai, saved from ruin by the noble deeds of Sir John 


e. 


1a 78 Malcolm and Sir Robert Hamilton, and raised to its present fame and prengenlty 

oo Pi i _ by Tukaji Rao Holkar, has now been pad 5 in Lord Curzon’s han 

; 2a Ri | immediately after the Emperor’s Coronation. The fate of Holkar should set 
>?) \ > an the other Native Chiefs thinking about their condition. 


tela RancaLaya, 61. Referring to the abdication of Holkar the Rangalaya [Calcutta] of 
ane : 1 Feb, 4tb, 1903. Abdication of Holkar. the 4th February writes as follows:— 


We do not know nor can we guess how or 
| why this has come about. According to the official account, the old Maharaja 
! has been obliged to abdicate his gadi owing to failing health. But there 1s 20 

mention of this in his abdication speech, the only reason assigned in that 
speech for his inability to carry on the work of administration being that 
there are various difficulties and dangers connected with such work, ‘and that 


} 
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he feels himself unable to surmount them. Nor did the Agent, Mr. Bayley, 
make any reference to the Maharaja's failing health. The fact is, we 7 
not understand what the matter is, and that is why we feel doubts and 
misgivings. It is true that the external and visible image is consigned to 
water and is gone, but the image that is in our minds is one that we are unable 
break. : 
: Holkar, Scindhia, Guikowar, all such Mahratta families are of compara- 
tively recent origin and have not yet out-grown the condition of the ancient 
Poundras. All such modern kingdoms were founded on the ruins of the old 
Rajput States and of the Musalman Empire, which was then fast crumbling 
away. Still they are all Hindu States and serve, by means of the sweet bond 
of hope, to link the distant past with the unknown and unknowable future. 
It is this consideration that makes us forget all the pain and unpleasantness of 
the past, and by inducing us to look upon such States as something near and 
dear to us, leads us to indulge in happy dreams of safety and reassurance. 
That is va | in the shrine which was once occupied by the glorious image of 
the ten-handed Goddess, we have set up & piece of stone painted with 
vermilion. If even this stone image were reduced to the position of a small bit 
of stone in the street, would it be possible for us to suppress our mental 
agony ¢ 
. Of course, a State must be governed by force, fraud and stratagem, and 
in order to make the prestige of the paramount power permanent one must 
cause high heads to be lowered. Viewed from the standpoint of statesman- 
ship, the action of Government in the matter of Holkar’s abdication may not 
be open to blame or objection; but looking to the wishes and inclinations 
of the subject people, such proceedings of the Government do not appear to 
be just what they ought to be. King Ram and his Aydhya, or, for the matter 
of that, a ruler like Ram and statesmanship like that of Ram are all things 
of the past. One cannot therefore readily believe that Holkar’s resignation 
is wholly and solely due to his dislike of, and indifference to, worldly affairs 
and his deep respect for the injunctions of the sasiras. One is therefore 
driven to the conclusion that there is something else at the bottom of this 
affair; something which, if disclosed, would tarnish the fair fame of the 
British Government. It is this doubt, this suspicion, which produces dis- 
astrous effects. You may or may not publish your reasons, but the moment we 
feel that in this matter there is some dodge on your part, that very moment we 
submerge you, as it were, in the sea of infamy. Our regret is that the 
English, though they understand this subtle aspect of the case, look as if 
they do not understand it, and that they do so is because, regarding as they do 
the people of this country as unfit and worthless, they look upon them with the 
utmost contempt. 
We are perfectly aware that these native feudatories, these Rajas and 
Maharajas, are one and all so many wooden puppets, worthless, lifeless, 
luxurious and insincere. But, then, you are extremely fond of making these 
wooden puppets dance. When in the abode of the gods, Sakuntala’s infant son 
layed with a lion cub; that he did not exterminate the lion race was because 
e loved to play with lion cubs. Your fendatory Rajas and Maharajas 
have become that which you love, namely, things the possession of which elates 
and intoxicates you. You have kept all bound by the rope of your wonder- 
ful statesmanship, and, at a hint from you, your Agents i the rope and make 
the puppets dance. As for ourselves, we have become much like Ram. 
Like Ram, carried away by the opinion of the populace, we have exiled our 
own Sita, the beneficent goddess of our homes, and now when we desire to 
celebrate a yajna (sacrifice) and must have her to take her proper part in the 
celebration, we are obliged to make an image of her in gold for the purpose. 
Merchants as you are and bent on making money, you have made a golden 
Sita and kept it ready forus. Lifeless it is, we know, still shall we not cry 
if such an image is thrown into water? We are indeed wiping our tears 
Pd fA a8 they are falling, but how can we stop altogether the descending 
am 
62. Referring to the *rOhitten of manernie Siva] q Rao Holkar, me Syst 
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Native Princes to abdicate, and these opportunities offered by their abdication are 
utilised by the rulers of India in taking their States into their own hands 

The present Maharajas of Kashmir and Tippera at one time wished to abdicate, 
The Amrita Bazar Patrika newspaper says that the late Chief of Patna was 
driven by the oppressions of the Political Agent to commit suicide. Maharaja 
Sivaji Rao Holkar isknown to be a spirited prince, Sometime ago he wag 
shorn of some of his powers by the Government. - This grieved him much, 
It was a deep sense of humiliation which led him to write to the Viceroy that 
he had no right either to invite or not to invite His Excellency to his 
capital. At last His Highness has abdicated his gadt. Itis better to live in 


the woods than pass one’s days as a puppet in one’s own dominion; 

63. Referring tothe abdication and retirement of Maharaja Sivaji Rao 

Holkar, the Sanjivani {Calcutta} of the 5th Febru. 

_The Maharaja Holkar’s abdica- ary SAYS :— 
— Perhaps it is better to live in the woods than 
to be a feudatory in India. Why else should the Maharaja Holkar relinquish 
his raj? If one has to sacrifice one’s independence in becoming a raja, the 
sooner one shakes off the bonds of rajaship the better. 

64. The Hitavad — of the 6th February writes as follows :— 

Vhen a Ruling Chief of India suddenly abdi- 

The abdication of the Maharaja gates his throne, the incident creates the suspicion 
as nance in the public mind that there is something behind 
it. The people of this country do not easily believe that a ruler ever abdicates 
his throne of his own accord, because such abdication, without sufficient cause, 
is unnatural not only in India but in every other country of the world.’ The 
public, therefore, becomes curious to know the specitic cause of such an abdication. 

As soon, therefore, as we heard that Sivaji Rao Holkar was voluntarily 
abdicaiing his throne, we tkought that this was a political dodge of the British 
Government, that the Maharaja was really being compelled to retire from the 
administration of his State. ‘his impression has not yet been removed from 
our mind. We made enquiries; we read the Pioncer’s nobly reasoned article; 
still we could not convince ourselves that the Holkar was voluntarily abdicating 
and was not being removed from his throne by adodge. We beg to be excused 
for being so illiberal, but we are illiberal by nature. We do not know what 

‘“policy” means, or what “diplomacy” is. All we understand is that the 
British Government has compelled the Holkar to abdicate. 

Sivaji Rao Holkar has not yet arrived at old age; nay, he is not older 
than Lord Curzon himself. Who can, therefore, believe the myth that at so 
ve an age he suddenly became anxious to abdicate his throne and forego all 
worldly cares in order to devote himself wholly to the meditation of God, 
especially when it is remembered that the abdication has been in favour of his 
son who isa minor? If he was in bad health, what necessity was there for him 
: abdicate? The truth is, we knew beforehand that he was in imminent 

anger, 

As soon as we heard that the Resident of Indore was not on good terms 
with the ruler of the State, and that the latter failed to keep that official in 
humour, we saw that some untoward incident would not be long in making its 
appearance. As svon as we learnt that the Maharaja was not in his usual state 
of mind and privately paid a visit to Benares and the N epal frontier, and that 
he had his temperament made rough and uncertain, we saw that he had fallen 
on evil days. That the lamb fouls the water isa saying which must always 
he heard in the mouth of the wolf. When the British Resident becomes 
displeased with a native prince, the latter is sure to be found fault with. 

It was found that the Holkar was incapable of ruling his State without the 
help of a Council, and uo delay was made in forming a Council. But 
the Holkar did not view the formation of the Council with complacency. And 
remembering the treaties of alliance which the British Government had made 
witb his predecessors, he became very much moved, and in anger, sorrow and 
wounded pride he sent in his application for abdication... “p 

How then can we believe that the Maharaja voluntarily abdicated 1n 
favour of his minor boy and agreed to the arrangement that during his son’s 
minority the Council, with which he was not pleased, should, under the 
Resident’s advice, carry on the administration ? | a 
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The English are now following a new line of policy and are accordingly 
extending their power instead of their dominions. In pursuance of the same 
olicy they are forcing into the native princes of India the knowledge that they 
will enjoy no powers and will be mere puppets, though outwardly spoken of 
as the yflare of the British Empire. : ; 

A magnificent Darbar was held and the Maharaja seated his son on the 
throne and gave him good advice, and then went away from his capital. 
Auspicious religious ceremonies were held and guns were fired. What more 
was wanted? Could there be any doubt that such an abdication was volun- 
tary? That we see the matter in a different light from that in which the 
Pioneer has put it, and explain it in our own way is because our mind is 
impure and steeped in sin. 

If it be true, as is reported, that the Holkar sat with a joyful heart when 
his Munshi read out his speech at the Darbar, that he sho wed ue respect and. 
loyalty to the British Raj and conducted himself with due gravity and com- 
posure, how is one to account forthe charge brought against him that he was 
not ina sound state of mind? We do not know what the state of the 
Maharaja’s mind was when the Government honoured him at the Delhi Darbar 
and decorated him with the title of G. C.S I. Butif his conduct at the Indore 
Darbar has been ‘correctly reported, how is the charge of insolence to be 
brought home to him? Is it insolence and an unpardonable offence not to be 
able to say ‘‘jo-hukum” to everything the Resident says ? 7 
There is a story that when a man on his death-bed told his son the names 
of his debtors, the son called in witnesses. But as soon as the dying man 
commenced telling his son the names of his creditors, the son exclaimed that 
his father had lost his senses and was talking in delirium. ‘The same thing has 
happened in connection with the Maharaja of Indore. 

The stars of the Native States are dropping one by one, and for a thought- 
ful Indian nothing remains now but to contemplate their fate in silence, Every 
one of the States is being involved in the subtle meshes of diplomacy which are 
like the cobweb of aspider. The English Government is even secretly enquir- 
ing into the condition of the privy purse of each prince. We would not have 
said all this if brute force had been the key-note of British administration in 
India. We cannot allow any official to throw dust in the eyes of the British 
people and the whole civilised world. We must, therefore, say freely and 
openly that we consider this so-called voluntary abdication of the Maharaja of 
Indore as nothing but a forcible removal. 

65. Referring to the abdication of Maharaja Sivaji Rao Holkar, the 

_ Samay [Calcutta] of the 6th February writes as 
The Maharaja Holkar’s abdica- follows:— 3 
tion. 


os The other day Dr. J. Oldfield, a nobleminded 
Englishman, said in a public speech in London — 

“An Indian Raja, although ranking as an English Earl or Duke, is largely 
under the dominating influence of the English Political Agent, who is only an 
Army Captain or a Civilian. His position is irksome, for before he can employ 
an English governess for his child or fit a telephone from his palace to his 
office, he has to obtain the permission of an alien representative. The tendency 
is to prevent the Raja from becoming an active patriotic force in his State and 
to reduce him to the mediocrity of a man who is willing to let everything slide 
and do his best to toady to the English representative.” 

What wonder, then, that a native prince full of independence and spirit 
soon finds himself in a critical and dangerous position in consequence of the 
enmity of the Political Agent. We know that the oppressions of a Political 
Agent drove a young and energetic Chief, the late Prince of Patna, in the 
Central Provinces, to commit suicide. The prince was educated and gifted 


with princely qualities. Harassed by the oppressions of the Political Agent he 


came to Calcutta, related all his sufferings to a newspaper editor, and expressed 
his desire to make them public. The worthy editor sought to console him, and 
said that their publication would produce no good effect, and might add to his 
difficulties. The spirited young prince replied that he thought it more 

onourable to earn a livelihood as a darwan than to live as a prince under the 
despotic domination of a Political Agent, and that death was better than a 
life so miserable. We need not say that this unfortunate Chief made away 


SaMay, 
Feb. 6th, 1903. 
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with his misreable life by shooting himself. We presume that it was OWlng to 
some similar heart-burning that the Maharaja Holkar wanted to abdicate his 
gadi, We know him to be a sensitive, courageous, independent and spiriteg 
prince. His independence caused friction with the Government and turned 
many of his kinsmen into mortal enemies. Government embraced the Cause 
of the latter and deprived the Maharaja Holkar of some of his powers, Hj, 
Highness was deeply stung by this indignity. It was the anguish caused in 
this way that led him last year to write that sarcastic letter to the Viceroy, in 
which he told His Excellency that he was not the lord of his State, that he was 
a Raja only in name, and that he had no right either to invite or not to invite 
the Viewer to his capital. After that His Highness met-the Viceroy in Mhow 
and Delhi and had long interviews with His Excellency, and it was perhaps 
in the last-mentioned place that the final decision as regards his abdication 
was arrived at. 

Since the arrival of Lord Curzon as the Viceroy of India three feudatorieg 
have been deprived of their gadis. ‘The Maharaja of Bharatpur lost his gad; 
for killing a servant, the Maharaja of i’anna was lately brought down on the 
alleged ground of his having murdered his uncle, and the Maharaja Holkar hag 
had to submit himself to a similar fate. In addition to all this the Berars have 
been annexed by Lord Curzon. Such a chain of events was not seen in the 
reign of any other Viceroy. 

66. The Navayug Caloutta] of the 7th February says that from a 
consideration of the conditions which the late 
Maharaja Holkar laid down for the government of 
his State at the time of abdicating his throne, it. 
appears that His Highness has at heart the welfare of his State. Under the 
circumstances, it seems somewhat unnatural for His Highness to have abdicated 


of his own accord. There is no knowing what may be in His Highness’s 
mind. 


The Maharaja Holkar’s abdica. 
tion. 


VI.—MISCELLANEOUS. 


67, The Sri Sri Vishnu Priya-o-Ananda Bazar Patrika [Calcutta] of the 
28th January writes as follows :— 

People from different countries and belonging 
to different nationalities had come to attend the 
Delhi Darbar. Leading men from the Punjab, Madras, Bombay and Rajputana 
and European officials in India met together on the occasion. Almost every 
one among them might be said to have been a perfect stranger to every other. 
Though the European officials are naturally averse to holding conversations 
even with those who are known to them, still, driven by strong jealousy, they 
freely conversed with everybody in order to allay their heart-burning. What 
made those officials and their wives angry was that while Lord and Lady 
Curzon, who belong to the same race as themselves, were enjoying all the 
honour, respect and consideration due to the Emperor and his Queen Consort, 
= were being ignored and slighted and made to merely carry out orders 
and render help. To give vent to their mortification they began to praise the 
Duke of Connaught for his courtesy and kind condescension and to blame 
Lord Curzon for many of his unsatisfactory Darbar arrangements. Exception 
was taken to the action of the Viceroy in allotting the first elephant in the 
elephant procession only to Lady Curzon in disregard of the claims of Lady 
Ampthill and Lady Northcote, and when disapprobation was being freely and 
loudly expressed with this arrangement, many eminent European officials 
admitted the justice of the remark. The leading Indians present, beard this 
with sorrow. Lord Curzon was not, but the Duke of Connavght was, cheered 
by the Europeans both when the former entered into the Darbar Hall and when 
the Darbar broke up. The hearty cheers with which they greeted the IXth 
Lancers appeared to be a protest against the treatment the latter had received 
at the hands of the Viceroy, and as such deeply pained the Indians. The 
remark was made that the Provincial Governors ought to have been given 
seats just behind the Viceroy, and the fact that this was not done was ascribed 
to the Viceroy’s desire to accord a position of honour to Lady Curzon. 

When even eminent European officials have not been slow to make such 
unreasonable and improper remarks, it is easy to imagine the nature and 


European ill-feeling in the 
Delhi Darbar. | 
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yolume of the comments in which their ladies have thought fit to indulge, for, 
as every reader of European novels must. be aware, tbe heart of the European 
fomale is @ fertile field of jealousy. Many of the Indians present at the Darbar 
have been able to convince themselves that the descriptions of the workings 
of the female heart given in European noveis are not mere baseless figments of 
their authors’ brains. ) 

The obeisance done by Lady Curzon to the Duke and Duchess of Con- 
naught was considered only proper and befitting, and evoked the remark that 
however high the position that was assigned to Her Excellency in the Darbar, 
she must bow her head before royalty. 

The Indians have heard with deep sorrow such uncharitable remarks 
against Lord and Lady Curzon. They hold the Viceroy in great respect, and 
at the Darbar did their best to show their loyalty to his person. The fact is, 
as was once observed by Sir Richard Temple, one of the most difficult and 
important duties which English officials in this country are called on to perform 
‘3 to hold in check and keep well in hand the Europeans in India. 

68, A correspondent of the Charu Mihir [Mymensingh] of the 3rd 

february says that in village Char Simla in the 
/ i SS aa old, Mymensingh district, a poor Vaishnavi, more than 
ees a hundred years old, is liviig in great distress. 
She can neither see, hear, nor walk, and she has no relation on earth to support 
her, Sometimes she gets insufficient meals and sometimes she has to go 
absolutely without food. It is true she has a hut to live in, but the poor 
structure is almost without a thatch and walls, and she spends the long winter 
nights in this exposed place bemoaning her lot. T’here are many rich men 
in the district who, if they knew of the poor woman’s condition, would be 
ready to help her, aud it is hoped that Babu Hem Chandra Chaudhri, who is 
articularly kind to old people, will take pity on this woman. Here isa 
Selslons poor woman dying like a beast or a bird, and even school-boys can do 
something for her. They will earn great piety by devoting the savings of the 
subscriptions which were collected in every school for the Saraswat festival to 
the relief of this poor creature. _ 

69. ‘The Sri Sri Vishnu Priya-o-Ananda Bazar Patrika [Calcutta] of the 
| - 4th February is glad that, on the night of the 28th 
ae a honouring a San January last, when the Viceroy and Lady Curzon 

were driving in procession through the Harrison 
Road, Calcutta, His Excellency uncovered his head before a Vaishnav Sunkirian 
party and allowed himself to be garlanded by Pandit Satyananda Siddhanta 
ratna, son of the reverend Gokul Chandra Goswami. On the previous day the 
Goswami had written a letter to His Excellency’s Private Secretary requesting 
His Excellency’s attention to the Sankirtan. 

70. ‘The same paper is sorry that in the meeting held for the purpose 
of opening the Imperial Library in Calcutta, proper 
regard was not shown to respectable natives in the 
matter of seats, none of them having received seats on the dais. The writer 
hopes that works by independent historians will be kept in large numbers in 
the library. He expresses dissatisfaction at the appointment of only one 
Indian, namely, Mr. Justice Gurudas Banerji, to the Council in which the 
management of the Library has been vested. | 


“1. The Rangalaya | Calcutta] of the 4th Februsry says that although 


The Imperial Library. 


The I i . ) iti 
e {mperial Library has been formed after the model of the British 


Museum, yet nothing has been done to keep manuscripts, state papers, docu- 
ments, &c., in it, Lord Curzon is too wise to divulge State secrets. - 
72. Referring to the Pier. of the poor in Calcutta, the oy pn 
q | alcutta| of the 5th February eays:— ‘The Hindu 
Bo feeding of the Calcutts pons wit fed in the presence Of ‘Babu _Bhajunlal 
ohia, and were well-fed. But the Musalman poor 
first suffered preety at the hands of the soldiers quartered in the place, and 
afterwards returned half-fed and even unfed. The Hindu Patriot newspaper 
and Mr. R. Mitra, Barrister-at-law, in the Amrita Bazar Patrika newspaper, say 
that two Musalman Barristers-at-law, who had taken the charge of feeding the 
usalman poor under their supervision, were obliged to leave the place in anger 


in the words of the Viceroy, the Imperial Library 
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owing to the extremely insufficient quantities of food placed at their disposal. 
Mr. Mitre says that the men of note who had taken charge of the feedin of 
the poor, did nothing beyond presenting: themselves before the Viceroy an the 
Lieutenant-Governor as good. and benevolent men in the hope of obtainin 


titles, and that they went away as soon as his Excellency and His Honour left 


MIBIR-O-SUDHAKAR, 
Feb. 6th, 1903. 
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the place. One of the Musalman poor was bold enough to cry to His Excellency, 


Cans miceq ety Sal ote.” (Laisahed, I am hungry). On His Excellency 


asking the Musalman superintendent what the man was saying: the super- 
intendent told him that he was blessing His Excellency. Mr. Mitra is positive 
that if any one can disprove what he has said, he will feed ten thousand 
poor at his own expense, but if his statement is not disproved, those people 
through whose fault the feeding of the poor became a miserable failure, should 
feed an equal number of them at their own expense. 
73. The Mihir-o-Sudhakar [Calcutta] of the 6th February says that the 
feeding of the Musalman poor in Calcutta was a 
The feeding of the Musalman ¢omplete failure. The conduct of the managers 
sceabeiemersnean was simply shameful, They only hankered to 
have a word with the Viceroy or the Lieutenant-Governor and say ‘‘ yes, your 
Excellency,” and “ yes, your Honour” to the questions asked by them. The 
educated Musalmans who had taken the charge of feeding the poor went awa 
covered with shame on account of the smallness of the quantities of food 
supplied to them. The chief manager was not present at the time of the 
feeding. Again, when a poor man cried out to the Viceroy “ays areq 


tq SF wa,” he had the audacity to interpret the poor man’s words to 


His Excellency as meaning that he was praising His Excellency. The 
unfortunate poor men went away unfed with many a mark and scar on their 
backs received from the sticks in the hands of the soldiers quartered in the 
lace. 

: 74, The Mitavadi [Calcutta] of the 6th February publishes a letter from 
_ the Chairman of the Calcutta Manicipality saying 
— of the poor in that the Lieutenant-Governor has expressed full 
satisfaction with the management of the coronation 
festivities in Calcutta, and remarks as follows :— Oe 

The arrangements for feeding the poor were excellent, but on account of 
the bad police arrangement many of them had to go away unfed. The 
gentleman who provided the feast knew the police very well, because it was he 
who had to send a telegram to the Government when, at one time, he stood in 
fear of his life from some gundas in Calcutta, and he has-not as yet probably 
forgotten by whose favour it was that he escaped with his life and succeeded in 
bringing his enemies to justice. Why then did he not request the Government 
to make some other arrangement for the distribution of food? 

The Lieutenant-Governor would not have been so pleased with the 
arrangements if he had himself heard the cries of the poor under the ill-treatment 
of the police and the soldiers of the Highlander regiment, and the abuse they 
ale ot at him and the Viceroy. : 

75. The Bharat Mitra rGalcutta} of the 7th February is sorry that a 


| large number of Musalman beggars, who came to 

BB Mpc of the poor on the the maidan to eat the feast bn was given by 
Government, went back without getting even @ 

morsel of food to eat. The Musalmans who had the charge of feeding them did 
their duty very indifferently. They were seen standing in a line before the 
European officials who were present on the scene. One of the beggars seeing 
that no one was paying any heed to their murmuring, cried, “‘ 0 Lat Saheb, ham 
bhuke hain,” that 1s to say ‘ mi Lord, we are hungry.” When the Viceroy 
enquired what the man wanted, one of the Musalmans said, he isthanking your 
Excellency. It is a matter of regret if Lord Curzon heard the beggars murmur- 
ing, and yet made no proper enquiry. | 
76. The Basumati (Calcutta) of the 7th February says that it is natural 

is Sates Wedels auch us that Sir Andrew Fraser, who is a Central Provinces 
Nagpur. Civilian, should be partial to his province. In his 
: reply to the address which was lately presented 

to him at Nagiur, he praised both the European and native officials of the 


( mj 


Central Provinces, and the latter in particular for their submissiveness to the 
European officials, Sir Andrew also said that he hoped to receive the same 
help, enjoy the same friendships and happiness m Bengal as he did in the 
Central Provinces. ‘Uhe writer can assure the Lieutenant-Governor-elect of 
Bengal that he will receive and enjoy everything in Bengal that he received 
and enjoyed in the Central Provinces; nay, he will receive and enjoy more, 
but he must remember that there is a great difference between the Central 
Provinces and Bengal, as regards the education, wealth, sense of honour, and 
aspirations of the people. He should also remember that Bengal is the first, 
foremost and most important province of the Indian Empire, and that it will 
not be proper to treat Bengal and the Central Provinces as if there was 


perfect equality between them. 


Uriya PAPERS. 


77. The Utkaldipika | Cuttack] of the 24th January states that there 
was a good shower of rain accompanied with a 
_ storm in Khurda. The Samvad Vahika (Balasore } 
of the 22nd January states that rain fell in some parts of the Balasore district, 
and adds that rain at this time of the year is injurious to the mango crop. 
The Uriya and Navasamvad [Balasore] of the 21st January makes a similar 
statement. 

78. The Utkaldipika | Cuttack | of the 24th January states that a tiger 
which every night visits the western part of 
Cuttack town and preys upon cattle has struck 
great terror into the hearts of the people, and reports that Babu Sashi Bhusan 
Rai has offered a reward of rupees five only for bagging it at an early date. 

'' 99, The same paper states that cholera has appeared in Jagatsingpur 
in a sporadic form. It is said that the Govern- 
ment vaccinators are doing their work very well 


Rainfall in Orissa. 


A tiger in Cuttack town. 


Cholera in Jagatsingpur. 


in that station. 

$0. The same paper is extremely satisfied to learn that the Hon’ble 

is Mr. Badruddin Tyabji has been appointed to 
Mr. Badruddin Tyabji as Off- officiate as Chief Justice of the Bombay High 


Senley Hick odustice of the Court, and observes that though he obtained the - 
situation by sheer dint of merit, the matter is one — 


for national congratulation. 

81. Thesame paper is glad to notice that 4 out of 9 candidates sent 
up for the last B. L, examination by the Raven- 
shaw College have passed, two of them being 
placed in the first division. 


~ The Ravenshaw College at the 
last B. L. examination. 


82. Considering that Mr. Fraser, the Lieutenant-Governor-elect of 


Bengal, once visited Orissa as a member of the 


Mr. Fraser, the Lieutenant. Ganja Commission in 1894, and again as President _ 


Governor-elect of Bengal. : ° a Se 
“a of the Police Commission last year, and considering 


that he, while Chief Commissioner of the Central Provinces, restored - Uriya 
to its former place in the courts of Sambalpur, the same paper infers that 
His Honour will prove a sympathetic Governor so far as Orissa and its 
affairs are Abie | : 

83. Referring to the fact that the Magistrate of Cuttack hears original 

Pengo em nr suits and appeuls in his khas somber, in- 
o Magistrate of Cuttack’s accessible to the public, the same paper observes 
ee wee court in his that: it is not at all proper to mcunvenience the 
public in this way, and hopes that the Magistrate 
will follow the example of the Divisional “Commissioner and the District 
Judge, who hear pe and suits in public places. 

84. The same paper is glad to notice the publication of a new weekly, 
by name Garjatbasini, in Talcher, and while wishing 
a successful career to its contemporary, adds 
that the proprietors and managers of the journal would have been better 
advised if they had devoted their energy and capital to the spread of educa- 
tion or the development of indigenous tiade in ‘l'alcher, for there are too many 
Papers in Orissa and they poorly pay their ways. 


A uew newspaper in Orissa. 
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UTKALDIPIEA, 85. A Jajpur correspondent of the same paper sincerely sympathises 

Jan. 24th, 1908. with the condition of those Zamindars of that 

The _zemindars of the J ajpur subdivision in the Cuttack district, who were 

—— of the Cuttack district unable to realize rent from their raiyats On account 
YY of the Kartik 47st, owing to the unexpected drought 


that damaged their crops in that month, and who were consequently unable 
to pay the Government revenue, their estates thus running the risk of being 
publicly sold in accordance with the provisions of the sale law. 
UTKALDIPIKA. 86. The same paper is glad to notice the kind treatment which the 
people of Jagatsingpur received at the hands of 
Mr. Arnott, Executive Evgi- My, Arnott, the Executive Engineer of the Maha. 
- neer of the Mahanadi Division. nadi Division, during his tour in that part of his 
Division. He listened to their complaints regarding defects in irrigation, and 
tried to remove them as far as it lay in his power. 
Bs idol 87, The Urya and Navasemvad (Balasore) of the 21st January states 
io de the that at the Balasore station of the Bengal-Nagpur 
oe Railway, all the belongings of a newly-appointed 
School Sub-Inspector were stolen, and that though 
due enquiry was made into the matter neither the things could be recovered 
nor the thieves arrested. ees 
Usira AND 88. ‘I'he same paper, as also its contemporary of the Garj.stbasini [Talcher; } 
— of the 17th January are sorry to learn from the Praja. 
bandhu that hencefurward the History of Bengal 
will take the place of the History of Orissa in the 
curriculum of the Upper Primary Schools in Orissa. The writers are of 
opinion that the history of one’s own mother-country should be read in pre- 
ference to the histories of other countries, and hope that the authorities will 
attend to the proposed change and try to prevent it by all means in their 


A theft at the Balasore station 
of the Bengal-Nagpur Railway. 


The his‘ory course in the Orissa 
Primary Schools. 


power. | ce 
- VERMEER. 89. Referring to the Puri Raja’s case, the Uthaidipika [Cuttack] of the 
We Sites 6h Catia 3 24th January points out that Mr. Fischer, the 
the Puri Sal's wane. os" District Magistrate of Cuttack, appears to have 


referred to certain information that was not in 
the record, and consludes that the Magistrate must have received that informa- 
tion from extra-judicial sources. This is not at all commendable to a 
judicial officer of Mr. Fischer’s position. 


URIYA AND 


Pe dina 90. Referring to the celebration of the Coronation in Orissa, the Uriya 
Jan. 2lat, 1903. and Navasamvad | Balasore] of the 21st January 
, Loyalty of : ; | 
| : oT states that the Uriyas are very loyal. 
SamvaD VAHIKA, 90. The Samvadvahika | Balasore} of the 22nd January is plad to notice 


Jan. 22nd, 1903. that His Honour the Lieutenant-Governor of Bengal 


Entertainment of Bengal Chiefs invited to his own tent in Delhi the Ruling Chiefs 
by the Lieutenant-Governorin the >: ; 
Darbur Camp. - of Bengal, Bihar and Orissa, who were present 
ab et. rae there, and made good arrangements for their enter- 
ot wt _tainment. The invited guests were highly pleased with the reception accorded 
mae el _ to them by His Honour. | 
UTRALDIFIKA, 91. The Utkaldipika [Cuttack] of the 24th January is glad io find that 
Jan. 2¢th, 1903. F ae the Nawab of Rampur remitted revenue to the 
emission O£ rent by the a . y 
och of Reims on hn ome aetent of Ks. FAs in honour of His Majesty's 
sion of the Coronation celebration, Coronation and thereby made himself an object 0 


) admiration not only to his own people, but to all 
the residents of British India. d poopre, 


UTKALDIPIKA. 92. ‘Ihe same paper gives an account of the Coronation festivities as cele- 
peng ee ng brated at Mahanga and Tirtol in the Cuttack district 
places in Orissa. and at Soro in the Balasore district. They vied 

with one another in demonstrating their loyalty. 
Yara and 93. The Uriya and Navasamvad [Balasore] of the 2lst January gives 4 
Jan ¥1st, 1903, il Sale ed detailed account of the grand reception that was 
dar of Balasore, “accorded to Raja Baikuntha Nath De Bahadur of 


_ Balasore by the public of that place on his return 
Durb: The Raja Bahadur is said to have uttered the follow- 
‘ This day’s proceeding is an additional encouragement to. me 
osed task of devotion to the public interest, and I pray that with 


trom the Delhi Durbar. 
my sentences: 
in my self-imp 


i he 
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the help of the Almighty my devotion shall continue undiminished till the end 
of my life. ‘l'o fulfil my aims I hope to get the sympathy of the representa- 
tives of the Crown and of my countrymen,” 

94. The Garjatbasini [Talcher] of the 24th. January is glad to learn that 

a horseman, by name Natabar, of Talcher, ob- 
The prize-winners{in a Cuttack tpined ga prize in the horse-race held at Cuttack in 
wagner 80 honour of the Coronation, 

95, The Utkaldipika [Cuttack] of the 3lst January states that the sky 
is cloudy and that there was a little rainfall in 
the Cuttack town. The Puri correspondent of 
the same paper says tliat clouds are sometimes seen and that the severity of 
the cold has greatly abated. The Garjatbasint notices. a slight rainfall in 
Talcher. 

96. The Utkaldipika states that deaths from fever in Puri town are 

a incre. sing in number, the daily mortality ranging 
Death from fever in Puritown. § f.51, 10 to 15. ‘The advent of spring has brought 
in its wake fever and cold, which have, in certain cases, proved fatal. 

97. The same paper states that a monkey carried off a little child from 
the lap of its sleeping mother in a house at Chaud- 
huri bazar in Outtack and severely wounded it, 
The writer observes that though the monkeys are 
treated leniently under the long-standing prejudices of_the people, it is time 
that something was done to check the mischief. 

98. The Samvadvahika | Balasore] of the 29th January agrees with its 
| contemporary of the Prajabandhu that there is a 
tiger scare among the residents of the Cuttack 
town who do not dare go out into the streets after nightfall. It is said that 
two tigers have secured a safe dwelling in a grassy island in the bed of the 
river Mahanadi, from which they make excursions into the town with im- 
punity. ‘They have alreadv killed several goats, sheep and dogs in the town 
and have not spared the deer in the lovely park of Lalbag, occupied by the 
Commissioner of the Orissa Division The writer trusts that the Cuttack 
Municipality will take immediate steps to free the town from this terrible scourge. 

99. The Garjatbesini | 'Talcher] of the 31st January states thatthe young 
Raja of Talcher bagged a big tiger on the 24th 
of last month and that he has killed 13 tigers in 
the short period of, three years, 

100. The same paper states that a post-office is urgently needed at Dhal- 
pur or Karak Prasad in Dhenkanal,.and that the 
local: authorities should look after the convenience 
of the people of that Tributary State. ) 

101. The same paper regrets that tlic dacoits reign supreme in the 

Thesis te Tethaiaeeie Stchete 3 Bhejia side of Dhenkanal, where some of them are 

Orissa. “ee ees ™ said to have assaulted Head Constable Lachman 

_ §Sing and his corps and to have forcibly carried 

away some accused men in their custody. It is further stated that the !'ri- 

butary State of Hindol is no more safe, for there the dacoits killed a head- 
constable a few weeks ago. 

102. The Samvad Vahika [Balasore] of the 29th January supports the 

" petition of the charitable merchant of Secunder- 

PR So zeae se sone Bi te abad to His Excellency the Viceroy, praying for the 

Emperors: Smee’ grant of some allowance to the descendants of the 

Moghul Emperor Akbar, who are known to pass 

their days in poverty and misery, as such an act of generosity will be anpre- 

clated by the entire Indian public, whose minds are now centred in the events 
of the Imperial Darbar. | | 

103. Yhe Utkaidipika | Cuttack | of the 31st January states that a shikari 

reales ee after having shot atiger in the jungles of the 
killings tig, “Pare fF Darpan estate in the Cuttack district brought its 
Fast dead body to a Magistrate in the hope of obtaining 

some reward, but was, onthe contrary, abused «nd assaulted by the latter. 
The writer pleads that the District Magistrate of Cuttack will be good enough 
to institute an enquiry into the alleged complaint and restrain his subordinate 
Magistrates from maltreating honest and honourable men in this odd fashion, 


Prospect of rainfall in Orissa. 


Depredations by monkeys in 
Cutiack town. 


Tiger scare in Cuttack town. 


Tigers in Talcher. 


A new post-office wanted. 
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104. The same paper is sorry that the outlook before the country is 

far from encouraging, for the number of deaths 

from plague is increasing and scarcity of food in 
the Central Provinces is imminent. | 

105. Referring to the list of successful candidates who obtained the 

_ degree of M.A. of the Calcutta University this 

anit i cae notin year, the same paper regrets that the Ravenshaw 

eas ee College of Cuttack has failed to find a place in the 

list. 


Plague and scarcity. 


106. Referring to the sale of 29 estates by public auction by the Collec- 
tor of Cuttack, the same paper observes that the 
number was the largest recorded for many years 
past, and throws a side-light on the economic con- 
dition of the landed interest in the Cuttack district. 
107. The same paper continues to publish accounts of the celebration of 
the Coronation festivities in the different parts of 
* Orissa, and observes that the natives of Orissa 
yield to none in loyalty to the throne. An account of the Coronation festi- 
vities celebrated at Calcutta is also given, and it is said that everything in 
connection therewith passed off well to the entire satisfaction of the citizens of 
Calcutta. : 
108. Referring tothe proposal regarding the amalgamation of Uriya-speak- 
ing districts under one administration, the same 
The proposed amalgamation Ps paper points out that they should be brought under 
all Uriya-speaking districts under the Bengal Government, for Bengal is the most ad- 
vanced prcvince in India. Bengal is possessed of 
a High Court of Judicature, a Board of Revenue, and the oldest Indian Uni- 
versity, and the natives of Orissa Proper must struggle hard before exchang- 
ing these blessings for the bureaucratic and half-civilised system of govern- 
ment that is in vogue in the Central Provinces. The transfer of Orissa Proper 
to Madras may be looked upon with favour by some, but the long distance 
of Madras from Cuttack and the unique nature of its land revenue system, 
coupled with the special character of its laws and regulations, stand in the way. 
In fact, the Uriyas will have to grumble under the same grievances, which their 
brethren in Ganjam have made a good ground for their secession from that 
Presidency. The writer therefore advises the transfer of Ganjam and Sambal- 
pur to the Bengal Presidency, and states that if the proposal falls through, the 
existing arrangement may be allowed to continue. 

109. The Kendrapara correspondent of the same paper says that 
the residents of Bhogeswarpur, Nasripur and Mir- 
patna in that Municipality have no road to walk 
upon, and the canal embankment on which they were so long walking has been 
closed by the canal authorities. The burning ground that has been assigned to 
them is separated from their villages by a deep marshy land, which is full of 
crocodiles. The living therefore cannot carry their dead without being attacked 
by these aninals, The correspondent therefore exhorts the Kendrapara Muni- 
cipality to erect a bridge over the marshy place, and to give the residents of 
the aforesaid villages free eral before issuing processes aguinst them for the 
payment of their municipal rates. 


Revenue sales in the Cuttack 
district. 


The Coronation festivities. 


The Kendrapara Municipality. 
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